Introduction
Corn is planted earlier each year, which is one important component in maximizing grain yield. Earlier planting dates can be attributed to larger farms, less spring tillage, improvements in corn hybrids, improved drainage systems, and better seed treatments. 
Results and Discussion
Statistical analysis showed that planting corn in early April yielded significantly less than corn planted in mid-to late-April in 2009 and 2011 (Table 1 ). The mid-May planting date was statistically better than the early April planting date in 2011 (Table 1) . Yields were highest in the mid-to late-April planting date in all three growing seasons, with the midMay planting date second highest in each year that it was included in the study.
No differences in yield were noted in 2010 between the April 1 and April 22 planting date. Temperatures were much above average in April 2010 and may have negated differences between the two planting dates.
Corn planted in early April yielded much better than expected in all three years, but yields were still 8.5 bushels/acre less than the mid-to late-April planting dates and 7.7 bushels/acre less than the mid-May planting dates. There is also more risk planting corn this early in the season due to cooler and wetter soil conditions and greater chance of frost. 
